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TO 



!  Comprehensive 9-12 High School 
!  Approximately 2700 students and 250 sta! 

members 
!  Growing suburban area with varied socio-

economic backgrounds 
!  College Prep curriculum, o!ering over 175 

courses to students 

“Excellence in Every Endeavor” 



Because everyone’s path is di!erent… 



!  Career Connections  
Program Overview 

!  Freshman Career Fair 
!  Sophomore Courses to Careers 
!  Junior Motivation Day & 

Testing Readiness 
!  Senior Job Shadow 
!  Personal Re"ection and 

Implementation Goals 

“Excellence in Every Endeavor” 
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“Excellence in Every Endeavor” 





!  Build your ALL!STAR team 
!  Be realistic about the time commitment 
!  Choose a date that works for your building 
!  Investigate funding sources 
!  Communicate with… 
◦ Administration – Building and District Level 
◦  Facilities Manager 
◦  Parent Groups and Student Leaders 
◦  Sta! – Teachers, Counselors, Deans 
◦ Community Participants 

“Excellence in Every Endeavor” 



!  Sta! means everyone 
!  Help them see the BIG picture! 
!  Build relevancy with course curriculum 
◦ Career Clusters 
◦ Professional Development 

!  Training 
!  Survey sta! to gauge e!ectiveness 
!  Patience and Persistence is key 

“Excellence in Every Endeavor” 



“Excellence in Every Endeavor” 



!  Utilize Resources Available 
◦ Community Relations Coordinator 
◦ Chamber of Commerce 
◦ Community Organizations 
◦ PTA and Parents 
◦ Sta! and Student Contacts 

!  Invitations and Save the Date Cards 
!  Website for Registration and Info 
◦  http://wvhscareerconnections.weebly.com 
 

“Excellence in Every Endeavor” 



!  Individualize the students’ experience! 
◦  Interest Inventory results 

!  Walk the day in their shoes  
!  Hospitality 
!  Maximize sta! talents; make it relevant for 

them, too! 
!  Go !rst class and be creative! 

“Excellence in Every Endeavor” 



“Excellence in Every Endeavor” 



!  Make the day special and exciting! 
!  Pre-Training for Students 
!  Adequate Sta! Supervision and Training  
!  Passport and Question Insert 
◦ Provide room locations and individual schedule 
◦ Encourage re"ection and active listening 
◦ Ensure attendance 
◦ Communicate further resources 

!  Exit Slip and Post-Fair Classroom Activities 

“Excellence in Every Endeavor” 









!  During… 
◦ Passport Re"ections 

!  After… 
◦ English –Interview Skills 
◦ Math –How much will “life” cost? 
◦ Science – Career opportunities in science 
◦ Social Studies – Impact of globalization in careers 
◦ World Languages – Language skills and the global 

workplace 

“Excellence in Every Endeavor” 



!  Debrie#ng, Re"ection, and Planning 
!  Ongoing dialogue with sta! and students 
!  Continued use of Naviance Programs 
!  Further exploration during Sophomore, Junior, 

and Senior years 

“Excellence in Every Endeavor” 



!  What’s Your Direction? 
!  Course Companion Guide 
!  Naviance 
◦ Career Clusters 
◦ Road Trip Nation Interviews 
◦ Interest Inventories 

!  Teachers & Counselors! 





!  Focus on Courses to Careers 
!  Encourage alignment of course selection to 

future career goals 
!  Departmental ownership 
!  Elective Fairs  
!  Exchange Day 

“Excellence in Every Endeavor” 



!  Focus on further career exploration and testing 
readiness 

!  Individual post-secondary planning 
!  Business Internship  
!  Lunch period opportunities related to college, career, 

and academic topics 
!  State testing Motivation Day 



!  Train Junior Leaders to act as facilitators 
!  In-school #eld trip to participate in: 
◦ Teambuilding activities by testing alpha sort 
◦ Principal’s address 
◦ Keynote speaker 

!  Video recap prior to 1st day of testing 
!  Handwritten sta!-to-student cards 



!  Bridge from exploration to application 
!  Finalizing post-secondary plans 
!  Seniors mentor during Lunch via “Wisdom of the 

Warrior” sessions 
!  Business Internship 
!  Career Fair Ambassador 
!  Job Shadow 

 



!  Early registration for students in January 
!  Obtain placements via web link on Career 

Connections website 
!  Place students in career area of interest 
!  “Employee Orientation”  

for students  
!  Mentor packet for  

job site 



!  Job Shadow Overview 
!  Student Expectations and Responsibilities 
!  Con#dentiality Agreement 
!  Parent Permission 
!  Contact Guide 
!  Sample Questions 
!  Post Job Shadow Re"ection 
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